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lo At a meeting hold In Pra'me in the middle of July 1950 in the presence of 
the foreign ministers of the satellite countries, Vlshinsky asked for co- 
operation in purchasing strategic materials especially non-ferrous metals 
for the USSR* An organization to handle such purchases is to be set up in 
Pra^e, and one of the largest offices, to be located in Basel, will be 
registered as a Swiss commercial corporation with the help of the Soci£ta 
do Banque suisse, Basely An unidentified Polish delegate has ^en negoti- 
ating there since approximately 15 July* 

2* The Russians want to pool the gold reserves of the satellite governments 
for purchases to be made* in Franco, Italy, Belgium and their colonies, and 
Turkey e The Czechs have so far resisted such gold pooling but are under 
strong pressure to cooperate <> 

m 3* The crops in the Balkan countries are being gathered in great haste, the 
25X1 X work going on even at night* Ttjenty-two thousand Soviet soldiers entered 

Bulgaria in July, supposedly to help with the crops* 

4o Marshal Voroshilov is on an inspection tour of the Balkan satellite armies* 
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